
 
 

WINNING STRATEGIES SEMINAR I 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE U.S. COURTS 
   DEFENDER SERVICES OFFICE TRAINING DIVISION 

 
Hilton New Orleans Riverside Hotel 

2 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70130 

January 25-27, 2018 
Jefferson Ballroom, 3rd Floor 

 
Agenda  

 
 

Thursday, January 25, 2018 
     
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast - Jefferson Foyer, 3rd Floor 
 
8:30 to 8:45 a.m. Introduction & Welcoming Remarks - Jefferson Ballroom 
 Claude Kelly, Federal Public Defender, Eastern District of Louisiana, New 

Orleans, Louisiana 
 Billy Gibbens, Panel Representative, Eastern District of Louisiana, New 

Orleans, Louisiana  
Craig Crawford, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training 
Division, Washington, D.C.  

 
8:45 to 9:45 a.m. Representing the Indigent Defendant as a Team: Struggles for Justice 

and Defense Team Roles - Jefferson Ballroom 
  Derwyn Bunton, Chief Public Defender, Orleans Public Defenders, New 

Orleans, Louisiana 
 
 This session will address the challenges in representing indigent 

defendants. The presentation will focus on how to define success as a 
defense team while achieving justice for clients.   
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9:45 to 10:00 a.m. Break 
 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Break-Out Sessions  
 

1. Strategies for Defending Noncitizens: Understanding Immigration 
Consequences of Convictions - Cambridge, 2nd Floor 

 Ubong E. Akpan, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training 
Division, Washington, D.C. 

 
Under the new administration, noncitizen clients are facing even more 
criminal prosecutions with harsh consequences. Knowing whether your 
client’s conviction will be a crime involving moral turpitude versus an 
aggravated felony may make the difference between remaining in the 
U.S. with their family and being deported. This session will educate 
attorneys on the deportable and inadmissible crimes, such as aggravated 
felonies, crimes involving moral turpitude, domestic offenses, drug 
offenses, and firearms. 

 
2. Crimes of Violence – Eglinton Winton, 2nd Floor  

Ebise Bayisa, Senior Training Attorney, U.S. Sentencing Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Attendees will leave this course with an understanding of the steps 
necessary to analyze whether a prior conviction may be used as a 
predicate offense for recidivist enhancements such as career offender and 
Armed Career Criminal. The step-by-step instruction will guide students 
through the new categorical approach post-Mathis, with an emphasis on 
determining whether the statute at issue is divisible. 

 
3. Thinking Outside of the Box: Approaches for Obtaining Variances in 

Child Pornography Cases - Prince of Wales, 2nd Floor 
David Bungard, Assistant Federal Public Defender, Southern District of West 
Virginia, Charleston, West Virginia 
 
This presentation will cover the ways to identify key mitigating factors 
concerning your client’s conduct to raise in sentencing memoranda, the 
submission of video letters, legal objections to make to U.S.S.G. §2G2.2 
offense level enhancements and any special conditions for supervised 
release, position to take for restitution claims submitted by victims, and 
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whether your client should consider undergoing a pre-sentence sex 
offender risk assessment. 

 
  4. Rules of Evidence 404 and 405: How to Use Them and Not Be Abused 

by Them - Chequers, 2nd Floor 
   James Smith, Esq., CPLS, P.A., Orlando, Florida 
 
   We spend so much of our time and effort trying to exclude evidence that 

we tend to forget many evidentiary rules that allow us to tell our client’s 
side of the story. This presentation will explore how criminal defense 
attorneys can use the evidentiary rules to admit favorable evidence at 
trial. 

 
5. It’s 1984 in 2018: The Orwellian Guide to Effective Criminal Defense 

in the Age of Mass Surveillance - Windsor, 3rd Floor 
MiAngel Cody, Executive Director of The Decarceration Collective Law Office 
and Consultancy, Chicago, Illinois   

 
This presentation will discuss current trends in law enforcement 
surveillance including often hidden collaborations between the 
intelligence community and local law enforcement – and what that 
means for our clients, our computers and our smartphones. We will also 
discuss the subversive ways in which law enforcement develops 
investigative trails and how effective defense strategy can uncover 
discovery inconsistencies and unconstitutional investigative practices. 
With a defense practitioner’s focus, the presentation will identify 
constitutional challenges to electronic surveillance and how to resist 
government overreach from the criminal defense podium. 

 
11:00 to 11:15 a.m. Break  
 
11:15 a.m.   Break-Out Sessions 
        to 12:15 p.m.  
 

1. Strategies for Defending Noncitizens: Understanding Immigration 
Consequences of Convictions - Cambridge, 2nd Floor 

 Ubong E. Akpan, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training 
Division, Washington, D.C. 
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Under the new administration, noncitizen clients are facing even more 
criminal prosecutions with harsh consequences. Knowing whether your 
client’s conviction will be a crime involving moral turpitude versus an 
aggravated felony may make the difference between remaining in the 
U.S. with their family and being deported. This session will educate 
attorneys on the deportable and inadmissible crimes, such as aggravated 
felonies, crimes involving moral turpitude, domestic offenses, drug 
offenses, and firearms.   

2.       Story Form Cross Examination: Techniques and Tactics - Windsor, 3rd 
      Floor 

Aaron Nelson, Esq., Nelson Defense Group, Hudson, Wisconsin 
 
The government’s witness list is often filled with professional’s who 
have been trained to testify. This presentation will outline several cross-
examination techniques, and more importantly discuss the tactics of 
cross-examination, to help criminal defense attorneys to (1) build their 
case by seeking agreement, (2) show the witness doesn’t fit, (3) show the 
witness is ignorant or makes mistakes, (4) show the witness is biased, or 
(5) show that the witness contradicts himself. The hope is that through 
the thoughtful ordering and wording of our questions, as well as our 
tone and emotions, we can create an environment in which the 
government’s professional witness will be motivated to agree rather than 
be exposed as ignorant, contradictory or biased. 

 
3.    Thinking Outside of the Box: Approaches for Obtaining Variances in        

     Child Pornography Cases - Prince of Wales, 2nd Floor 
David Bungard, Assistant Federal Public Defender, Southern District of West 
Virginia, Charleston, West Virginia 
 
This presentation will cover the ways to identify key mitigating factors 
concerning your client’s conduct to raise in sentencing memoranda, the 
submission of video letters, legal objections to make to U.S.S.G. §2G2.2 
offense level enhancements and any special conditions for supervised 
release, position to take for restitution claims submitted by victims, and 
whether your client should consider undergoing a pre-sentence sex 
offender risk assessment. 
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  4. Rules of Evidence 404 and 405: How to Use Them and Not Be Abused 
by Them - Chequers, 2nd Floor 

   James Smith, Esq., CPLS, P.A., Orlando, Florida 
 
 We spend so much of our time and effort trying to exclude evidence that 

we tend to forget many evidentiary rules that allow us to tell our client’s 
side of the story. This presentation will explore how criminal defense 
attorneys can use the evidentiary rules to admit favorable evidence at 
trial. 

 
  5. BOP and Mental Health – Eglinton Winton, 2nd Floor 

 Frank Draper, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training Division, 
Washington, D.C. 

 
   A new BJS Report states about 1 in 7 state and federal prisoners meet the 

threshold for serious psychological distress (SPD) in the 30 days prior to 
a survey. Overall, 45% of federal prisoners have had a mental health 
problem (61.2% for women in federal prison). Yet BOP statistics suggest 
they are not receiving treatment. As of November 2017, 95% of the male 
BOP population, and 94% of the female BOP population were classified 
as CARE1-MH by BOP and are not required to receive any regular 
mental health services or to have a treatment plan. This session will 
discuss and brainstorm ways to inform the sentencing courts of the 
failure to provide adequate mental health care in BOP. 

  
12:15 to 1:45 p.m. Lunch 
 
1:45 to 3:00 p.m. Searching and Candid Voir Dire - Jefferson Ballroom 
 Kyana Givens, Assistant Federal Defender, Western District of Washington, 

Seattle, Washington 
 Aaron Nelson, Esq., Nelson Defense Group, Hudson, Wisconsin 
 

This session will focus on innovative ways to ignite rich discussion about 
unconscious bias during voir dire. These skills will be illustrated through 
a voir dire case study that is transforming jury education and voir dire 
discussions on race. 

 
3:00 to 3:15 p.m. Break  
 



Winning Strategies Seminar I  Page 6 of 16 
 

3:15 to 4:15 p.m. Break-Out Sessions 
  

1. It’s 1984 in 2018: The Orwellian Guide to Effective Criminal Defense 
in the Age of Mass Surveillance - Windsor, 3rd Floor  
MiAngel Cody, Executive Director of The Decarceration Collective Law Office 
and Consultancy, Chicago, Illinois 
 
This presentation will discuss current trends in law enforcement 
surveillance including often hidden collaborations between the 
intelligence community and local law enforcement – and what that 
means for our clients, our computers and our smartphones. We will also 
discuss the subversive ways in which law enforcement develops 
investigative trails and how effective defense strategy can uncover 
discovery inconsistencies and unconstitutional investigative practices. 
With a defense practitioner’s focus, the presentation will identify 
constitutional challenges to electronic surveillance and how to resist 
government overreach from the criminal defense podium. 
 

2. Story Form Cross Examination: Techniques and Tactics – Prince of 
Wales, 2nd Floor 
Aaron Nelson, Esq., Nelson Defense Group, Hudson, Wisconsin 
 
The government’s witness list is often filled with professional’s who 
have been trained to testify. This presentation will outline several cross-
examination techniques, and more importantly discuss the tactics of 
cross-examination, to help criminal defense attorneys to (1) build their 
case by seeking agreement, (2) show the witness doesn’t fit, (3) show the 
witness is ignorant or makes mistakes, (4) show the witness is biased, or 
(5) show that the witness contradicts himself. The hope is that through 
the thoughtful ordering and wording of our questions, as well as our 
tone and emotions, we can create an environment in which the 
government’s professional witness will be motivated to agree rather than 
be exposed as ignorant, contradictory or biased. 

 
3. Crimes of Violence - Cambridge, 2nd Floor 

Ebise Bayisa, Senior Training Attorney, U.S. Sentencing Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 

 



Winning Strategies Seminar I  Page 7 of 16 
 

Attendees will leave this course with an understanding of the steps 
necessary to analyze whether a prior conviction may be used as a 
predicate offense for recidivist enhancements such as career offender and 
Armed Career Criminal. The step-by-step instruction will guide students 
through the new categorical approach post-Mathis, with an emphasis on 
determining whether the statute at issue is divisible. 
 

4. Writing to Maximize Voir Dire Effectiveness - Chequers, 2nd Floor 
Juval Scott, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training Division, 
Washington, D.C. 
 
There are times when we can’t speak directly to our jurors, severely 
limiting the information we can gather during voir dire to assist our 
clients.  This session will discuss how the use of questionnaires, motions, 
and carefully crafted written questions can help maximize what we learn 
about prospective jurors, even when our hands are tied. 

 
  5. BOP and Mental Health – Eglinton Winton, 2nd Floor 

 Frank Draper, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training Division, 
Washington, D.C. 

 
   A new BJS Report states about 1 in 7 state and federal prisoners meet the 

threshold for serious psychological distress (SPD) in the 30 days prior to 
a survey. Overall, 45% of federal prisoners have had a mental health 
problem (61.2% for women in federal prison). Yet BOP statistics suggest 
they are not receiving treatment. As of November 2017, 95% of the male 
BOP population, and 94% of the female BOP population were classified 
as CARE1-MH by BOP and are not required to receive any regular 
mental health services or to have a treatment plan. This session will 
discuss and brainstorm ways to inform the sentencing courts of the 
failure to provide adequate mental health care in BOP. 

  
4:15 to 4:30 p.m. Break  
 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Attacking Bias through Motions Practice: Revealing and Litigating 

Unfair Targeting of People of Color in Federal Court - Jefferson 
Ballroom 

 Alison Siegler, Clinical Professor of Law, University of Chicago School of Law, 
Chicago, Illinois  
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People of color are often the targets of unfair law enforcement and 
prosecution practices.  This presentation addresses how to investigate 
and litigate the lawfulness and constitutionality of those practices, 
including bringing motions for selective enforcement and selective 
prosecution.   

 
5:30 p.m.  Adjournment 
 
 
Friday, January 26, 2018 

 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast - Jefferson Foyer, 3rd Floor 
 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Supreme Court Update - Jefferson Ballroom 

Paul Rashkind, Supervisory Assistant Federal Public Defender and Chief of 
the Appellate Division of the Federal Public Defender, Southern District of 
Florida, Miami, Florida 

 
This session provides an update on recent Supreme Court decisions 
affecting federal criminal practice, and reviews issues currently under 
consideration. 
 

9:30 to 9:40 a.m. Break  
 
9:40 to 10:40 a.m. Telling Your Client’s Story - Jefferson Ballroom 
 Tina Hunt, Executive Director, Federal Defenders of the Middle District of 

Georgia, Inc., Macon, Georgia 
 

Factual stories move us emotionally – and have for centuries. They 
capture and draw us in. Juries and judges can better empathize and 
sympathize with our clients, and agree with our advocacy, when a 
compelling argument is made with storytelling. This session will discuss 
the elements and techniques of persuasive storytelling and explain how 
to integrate your client’s story into your legal theory and incorporate it 
in every aspect of your client’s case. 

 
10:40 to 10:50 a.m. Break       
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10:50 to 11:50 a.m. Break-Out Sessions 
 

1. Redemption  Songs:  Social  Histories  that  Sing  to  You!  -  Prince  of  
Wales, 2nd Floor 

   Callie Glanton Steele, Senior Litigator, California Central Federal Public 
Defender, Los Angeles, California  

 
Won’t you help to sing 
These songs of freedom? 
‘Cause all I ever have 
Redemption songs 
Redemption songs 

Bob Marley 

   This session will show participants how to uncover the essential facts of 
the client’s story through comprehensive investigation, identify key 
elements and shape them into a compelling narrative of a path to 
redemption that truly sings to the judge. 

 
2. Practical Tips If Your Client Faces Incarceration in a Federal Prison - 

Eglington Winton, 2nd Floor  
David Merchant, Assistant Federal Defender, Federal Defenders of Montana, 
Billings, Montana 
 
This session will provide practical tips if your client faces federal 
imprisonment. It will include factors to consider for your client to obtain 
a federal sentence at the least restrictive possible facility and receive the 
earliest feasible release date. 
 

3.  Dismantling the Conspiracy Charge: Pretrial Through Trial - Note: 
Only time this breakout is offered – Jefferson Ballroom 
Michael Kennedy, Law Offices of Michael Jerome Kennedy, PLLC, Reno and 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
This session will address the big issues that arise when a client is charged 
with being part of a conspiracy, including pretrial challenges, trial tactics, 
and sentencing issues. 
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4. Writing to Maximize Voir Dire Effectiveness - Chequers, 2nd Floor 
Juval Scott, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training Division, 
Washington, D.C. 
 
There are times when we can’t speak directly to our jurors, severely 
limiting the information we can gather during voir dire to assist our 
clients.  This session will discuss how the use of questionnaires, motions, 
and carefully crafted written questions can help maximize what we learn 
about prospective jurors, even when our hands are tied. 

 
5. Making the Impossible Possible: Trial Tactics for Defending Illegal 

Re-entry and Transporting Cases - Windsor, 3rd Floor 
Francisco “Frank” Morales, Assistant Federal Public Defender, Office of the 
Federal Public Defender, Corpus Christi, Texas 
 
So you say you have no defense? We’ll find you one. In this session, 
attendees will receive various trial tactics that could be helpful in hearing 
the words “Not guilty” following a jury trial in illegal re-entry cases 
(1326) and transporting cases (1324). The topics range from fighting 
citizenship claims to humanitarian defenses in the defeat of transporting 
charges. 
 

11:50 a.m.   Lunch 
        to 1:00 p.m.  

 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Using Traffic Stop Data to Challenge Racial Profiling Practices by Law 

Enforcement - Jefferson Ballroom 
Ian Mance, Staff Attorney, Criminal Justice, Southern Coalition for Social 
Justice, Durham, North Carolina 
 
The Southern Coalition for Social Justice’s Open Data Policing initiative 
works with community groups, defense lawyers, and police agencies 
interested in using data to improve the quality of policing in their 
communities. Drawing from public records generated by traffic stop data 
collection laws in a growing number of states, SCSJ has utilized this data 
to directly challenge racial profiling practices in court, as well as to push 
policymakers to adopt more racially equitable policies concerning stop-
and-search practices. The website, www.OpenDataPolicing.com, 
currently publishes data on nearly 50 million traffic stops in the states of 
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North Carolina, Maryland, and Illinois. This session will highlight how 
defense lawyers have used the data to defend clients in criminal cases, 
and how organizers have used the data to secure policy concessions—
such as mandatory written-consent-to-search policies—in a number of 
jurisdictions with histories of racially disparate policing practices. 

 
2:00 to 2:10 p.m. Break  
 
2:10 to 3:10 p.m. Break-Out Sessions  

   
  1. Redemption Songs: Social Histories that Sing to You! - Prince of Wales, 

2nd Floor  
Callie Glanton Steele, Senior Litigator, California Central Federal Public 
Defender, Los Angeles, California  
 

Won’t you help to sing 
These songs of freedom? 
‘Cause all I ever have 
Redemption songs 
Redemption songs 

Bob Marley 

   This session will show participants how to uncover the essential facts of 
the client’s story through comprehensive investigation, identify key 
elements and shape them into a compelling narrative of a path to 
redemption that truly sings to the judge. 
 

2. Practical Tips If Your Client Faces Incarceration in a Federal Prison  
 Eglington Winton, 2nd Floor 

David Merchant, Assistant Federal Defender, Federal Defenders of Montana, 
Billings, Montana 
 
This session will provide practical tips if your client faces federal 
imprisonment. It will include factors to consider for your client to obtain 
a federal sentence at the least restrictive possible facility and receive the 
earliest feasible release date. 
 

3. Legal Issues at Trial: Jury Instructions, Motions in Limine, and Rule 29   
- Windsor, 3rd Floor 
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Craig Albee, Federal Defender, Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
Defense lawyers who put off jury instructions and motions in limine until 
the eve of trial do so at their own peril. From the outset of the case, 
counsel should begin developing instructions and motions in limine that 
promote the theory of defense. This session addresses creative 
approaches to crafting jury instructions and motions in limine that will 
help you succeed at trial as well as provide ways to use your theory of 
the case to mount a successful Rule 29 challenge. 

 
4.      So You Think You Can Dance: Mastering the Criminal History Rules – 

     Jefferson Ballroom 
Ebise Bayisa, Senior Training Attorney, U.S. Sentencing Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 
Laura Mate, Sentencing Resource Counsel, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
The criminal history rules play a significant role in determining the 
guideline-recommended sentence for your client. This session, using 
scenarios, provides an opportunity to both test and improve your ability 
to navigate these rules to help obtain the lowest possible sentence for 
your client. 

 
5. Trial Strategies in RICO Cases - Chequers, 2nd Floor 

Jack H. Cunha, Esq., Cunha & Holcomb, Boston, Massachusetts 
 

This session will discuss strategies for pre-trial litigation to prepare for 
trial in as well as strategies for in-trial litigation in RICO cases. This will 
include a discussion of pre-trial motions, expert witnesses, jury 
instructions and motions in limine as well as a discussion of pertinent 
RICO case law.   

 
6. Gun Cases and the Art of War – Cambridge, 2nd Floor 

 Dumaka Shabazz, Assistant Federal Defender, Middle District of Tennessee, 
Nashville, Tennessee  

 
   Across the nation, we are seeing a rise in firearms prosecutions. This 

session will explore various strategies and practical tips for defending a 
firearms case. We will discuss issues ranging from initial investigations, 



Winning Strategies Seminar I  Page 13 of 16 
 

knowledge of firearms, pretrial strategies, negotiations, and trial 
defenses. For illustrative purposes, we will analyze different fact patterns 
and discuss how to proceed at each stage of representation. 
     

3:10 to 3:20 p.m. Break  
 

3:20 to 4:20 p.m. Break-Out Sessions  
 

1. Strategies for Combatting Penalty Enhancements Where Death or 
Serious Bodily Injury Results from the Use of a Controlled Substance 
- Note: Only time this breakout is offered - Prince of Wales, 2nd Floor 
George Couture, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Training 
Division, Washington, D.C.  

 
Deaths from drug overdoses have exploded in recent years, especially 
for opioids. This session examines strategies for defending clients who 
are charged with drug offenses that are subject to a 20-year minimum 
mandatory sentence where death or serious bodily injury results from 
the use of a controlled substance under 21 U.S.C. § 841. The session will 
focus on issues of causation requirements and legal developments 
related to what the government must prove to a jury beyond a reasonable 
doubt since Burrage v. United States, 134 S. Ct. 881 (2014). 
 

  2. Making the Impossible Possible: Trial Tactics for Defending Illegal 
Re-entry and Transporting Cases - Eglinton Winton, 2nd Floor 
Francisco “Frank” Morales, Assistant Federal Public Defender, Office of the 
Federal Public Defender, Corpus Christi, Texas 
 
So you say you have no defense? We’ll find you one. In this session, 
attendees will receive various trial tactics that could be helpful in hearing 
the words “Not guilty” following a jury trial in illegal re-entry cases 
(1326) and transporting cases (1324). The topics range from fighting 
citizenship claims to humanitarian defenses in the defeat of transporting 
charges. 

 
3. Legal Issues at Trial: Jury Instructions, Motions in Limine, and Rule 29   

- Windsor, 3rd Floor 
Craig Albee, Federal Defender, Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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Defense lawyers who put off jury instructions and motions in limine 
until the eve of trial do so at their own peril. From the outset of the case, 
counsel should begin developing instructions and motions in limine that 
promote the theory of defense. This session addresses creative 
approaches to crafting jury instructions and motions in limine that will 
help you succeed at trial as well as provide ways to use your theory of 
the case to mount a successful Rule 29 challenge. 

 
4. So You Think You Can Dance: Mastering the Criminal History Rules - 

Jefferson Ballroom 
Ebise Bayisa, Senior Training Attorney, U.S. Sentencing Commission,         
Washington, D.C. 

 Laura Mate, Sentencing Resource Counsel, Des Moines, Iowa 
 

The criminal history rules play a significant role in determining the 
guideline-recommended sentence for your client. This session, using 
scenarios, provides an opportunity to both test and improve your ability 
to navigate these rules to help obtain the lowest possible sentence for 
your client. 

 
5.      Trial Strategies in RICO Cases - Chequers, 2nd Floor 

Jack H. Cunha, Esq., Cunha & Holcomb, Boston, Massachusetts 
 

This session will discuss strategies for pre-trial litigation to prepare for 
trial in as well as strategies for in-trial litigation in RICO cases. This will 
include a discussion of pre-trial motions, expert witnesses, jury 
instructions and motions in limine as well as a discussion of pertinent 
RICO case law.   
 

6.      Gun Cases and the Art of War - Cambridge, 2nd Floor 
 Dumaka Shabazz, Assistant Federal Defender, Middle District of Tennessee, 

Nashville, Tennessee  
 

Across the nation, we are seeing a rise in firearms prosecutions. This 
session will explore various strategies and practical tips for defending a 
firearms case. We will discuss issues ranging from initial investigations, 
knowledge of firearms, pretrial strategies, negotiations, and trial 
defenses. For illustrative purposes, we will analyze different fact patterns 
and discuss how to proceed at each stage of representation. 
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4:20 to 4:30 p.m. Break 
 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. The Long Road to Innocence - Jefferson Ballroom  
 Anthony Ray Hinton, former Alabama Death Row Inmate 
 
 Anthony Ray Hinton chronicles his 30-year struggle to prove his 

innocence despite overwhelming odds, ineffective assistance of counsel, 
and prosecutorial misconduct. 
 

5:30 p.m.  Adjournment 
 
 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 
 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast - Jefferson Foyer, 3rd Floor 
 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Resources for CJA Panel Attorneys - Jefferson Ballroom 

Jack H. Cunha, Esq., Cunha & Holcomb, P.C. Boston, Massachusetts  
Sharon Samek, Attorney Advisor, Defender Services Office Legal & Policy 
Division, Washington, D.C.  
 
The CJA Guidelines specify how panel attorneys obtain funding for 
expert services and other resources to defend their clients in appointed 
criminal cases. This panel will help you make sense of it all. Learn some 
new ideas and tips on how to obtain technical and litigation support 
funding and the best ways to use those funds. The panel will also explore 
potential roles of investigators, mitigation specialists and other experts, 
as well as resource available through www.fd.org and the Defender 
Services Office Training Division. Questions welcomed. 

 
9:30 to 9:40 a.m. Break  
 
9:40 to  Channeling Mr. Rogers - Jefferson Ballroom 
 10:40 a.m.  Jay McEntire, Senior Litigator, Federal Defenders of Eastern District of 

Washington and Idaho, Spokane, Washington 
 
On May 1, 1969, Fred Rogers testified before a senate subcommittee to 
save PBS from budget cuts. In just 6 minutes, Mr. Rogers turned the 
subcommittee from deep skeptics into passionate supporters. It was 
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remarkable. In this talk, we’ll discuss how to blend the moral psychology 
that Mr. Rogers relied on with classy writing to craft persuasive motions 
and briefs—no matter the audience. 
 

10:40 to 10:45 a.m. Break 
 
10:45 to   Ethics - Jefferson Ballroom 
   11:45 a.m. Pamela R. Metzger, Director of the Deason Criminal Justice Reform Center 

and Professor of Law, Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law, 
Dallas, Texas 

 
   This ethics session will address issues related to conflicts of interest, 

confidentiality, and the scope of representation. In addition, the session 
will address the implications of the ABA’s recent adoption of Model Rule 
8.4(g). 

 
11:45 a.m. to   Closing Remarks - Jefferson Ballroom 
      noon  


